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October 1st marked a historic day for 
Shepherd’s Table. With shovels in 
hand, Jacki Coyle, Executive Di-

rector, and several community leaders broke 
ground on our new building. The building, 
which we will continue to share with our 
partner organization, Community Vision/
Interfaith Works, is expected to open in late 
2016. It is just a stone’s throw away from our 
current facility, located just behind the Silver 
Spring Volunteer Fire Department. We will 
have new office space for our staff and new 
services for our guests. In fact, Shepherd’s 
Table will be overseeing the entire food ser-
vices operation, which will include breakfast 
and lunch, as well as our customary evening 
meal and weekend brunch services. With our 
new food services program, we are expecting 
to serve approximately 100,000 aggregate 
meals to our guests. 

The new building will also have additional 
vital services for our guests, including a med-
ical clinic and new housing program run by 
other partners in Progress Place. 

“We could not be more excited about the 
new Progress Place. Our mission to serve 
the most vulnerable in our community and 
to meet basic human needs will continue 
and grow in a new location.” 

  Jacki Coyle, Executive Director

While the move into the new building will 
be an incredible albeit challenging under-
taking, we are excited about the prospects of 
serving even more individuals who depend 
on our services every day throughout the 
year. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about our new building and the move next 
year, please contact Scott Davison, sdavi-
son@shepherdstable.org. 
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ST At A Glance: Jan-Sep 2015 
Dinner Meals: 34,530
Brunch Meals: 6,813

Resource Center Contacts: 13,049
Unduplicated Clients: 1,507

New Clients: 563
Eye Clinic exams: 182
Eye Clinic glasses: 177

Prescription clients: 154
Prescriptions filled: 370

Clothes Closet: 5,556

Save the Date

Mitchell Ratner is a 
regular volunteer 

in the Clothes Closet, 
and also a monthly 
Brunch volunteer with 
a dedicated group from 
the Stillwater Mindful-
ness Practice Center. 
More than anything, 
what has drawn Mitch-
ell to volunteer for the 
past eight years is the 
staff’s commitment and skill in providing assistance 
with dignity: “Its a wonderful learning opportunity.” 

Many people have stereotypes about homeless in-
dividuals, but as a Clothes Closet volunteer, Mitchell 
has found that every stereotype is just too small. Vol-
unteering allows Mitchell an opportunity to “provide 
a service and also a presence, one that recognizes 
the shared humanity and spirit within.” Having a 
concrete way to be generous and caring is, for Mitch-
ell, also a practice that can reduce the self-centered-
ness that limits our capacity to be truly present and 
loving.

Mitchell also enjoys volunteering during the week-
end brunch service. He especially appreciates the way 
the volunteers, staff and meal guests cooperate so 
that the meal preparation and service goes smooth-
ly and with good energy every week. The guests are 
“patient, warm, and grateful.”

To share his appreciation of Shepherd’s Table with 
his loved ones, Mitchell recently encouraged family 
and friends to donate to Shepherd’s Table in lieu of 
gifts for his 70th birthday celebration. 

Thank you for your continued support, Mitchell, 
and we wish you many wonderful years to come!

Honoring the Spirit Within
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Walk, Run, Jog for ST

Participate in #GivingTuesday by making a donation 
and telling your friends about it on Dec. 1st, 2015! 

Join this global initiative to give thanks and give back.
 

On Dec 1st, visit our Facebook, Twitter, and website,
 www.shepherdstable.org for more information!

Our Annual Event will take place at AFI Silver Spring 
on April 9th 2016! We are excited to host a Saturday 
brunch event, with great food, music, activities, auction 
items, and much more! It will be an event to remember!

Have a big event or major milestone coming up? 
Consider asking others to make a donation to Shep-

herd’s Table in your honor. To learn more, visit 
http://shepherdstable.org/donate-today.
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Thanksgiving is just around the 
corner, and we are lucky to have the 
Glenwood Road Garden Club of 
Bethesda prepare beautiful Thanks-
giving centerpieces for our tables 
again! 
Thank you so much for adding a fes-

tive touch to our dining room, Eve Marie Szczepanski 
and the talented and dedicated team from Glenwood 
Garden Club!

Howard Stein, a longtime supporter of Shepherd’s 
Table, plans an annual walk for Mitzvah Day with the 
help of Beth El Congregation in Bethesda, MD. Stu-
dents from the school participate with their parents 
and other members of the congregation to raise funds 
for Shepherd’s Table. We are so thankful for their 
continued support, year after year! 
Interested in organizing a similar event within your 
community? Contact Jilna Kothary, jilnakothary@
shepherdstable.org.

Getting Festive at ST


