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Yes, Shepherd’s
Table
is Moving!

A

dream of 10 years is turning
into reality. On February 18,
2015, the County Planning
Board unanimously approved a
review of the new Progress Place.
Shepherd’s Table will move into
the new facility at the end of 2016,
or at the beginning of 2017. The
County-owned facility is being
developed by Washington Property
Company and will be located
behind the “new” Fire Station 1 on
Georgia Ave.
The new facility will house not
only Shepherd’s Table, but also
Community Vision, a program of
Interfaith Works, a medical clinic
and 21 personal living quarters.
Shepherd’s Table is excited to be
expanding its food service
program in the new building. We
will prepare and serve three meals
a day, five days a week and also
brunch and dinner on the
weekends!
The photo above is a rendering,
so it is conceptual and the actual
building and colors may change.

Shepherd’s
Table
At A Glance
2015 has been a busy
year at Shepherd’s Table!
Winter is always a difficult
time for our clients, as
they search for a warm
place to spend the
day/night.
In the last two
months, we served an
average of 136 meals per
night and 100 meals for
brunch. 1,128 people
took advantage of our
clothes closet, we
dispensed 959 bus
tokens, and have already
logged in a total of 3,213
volunteer hours!
Our clients and
Shepherd’s Table
appreciates your support
year-round!

Spring Into The
Color of Hope:
April 12, 2015
Enclosed, you will find an
invitation to our Annual Event
at The Fillmore Silver Spring
on Sunday, April 12, 2015. We
certainly hope that you can
join us for an afternoon filled
with great music, food, and
wonderful opportunities to bid
on unique live and silent
auction items. For tickets,
register here:
https://shepherdstable.ejoinme
.org/fillmore2015
Even if you cannot make it,
we would appreciate your
support, and all contributions
can be sent using the RSVP
card and envelope included
with the invitation. We
welcome donations to our live
and silent auctions as well!
Please email Scott Davison at
sdavison@shepherdstable.org
for more information.
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Just like the postal service, our volunteers
brave the elements to deliver services to our
guests.

Snow turns an evening and morning into HOLY BLISS
Do you remember the weekend of February
22nd and 23rd? After shoveling three times to clear
our sidewalks and driveway, I estimated about 6-7
inches on the ground. What I remember most about
being here, are the staff and volunteers who served
together on this crazy weekend! Our staff members,
Manny and John were here along with many
volunteers who braved the weather on Saturday to
ensure that brunch and dinner were served…3 of
them also stayed with us all day and evening!
Sunday’s volunteers made it despite the icy
conditions, and I am so inspired by these
passionate people, and their strong will to serve, no
matter what.
Mark Ranze, a Board member and regular
delivery and dinner volunteer, summed it up, “It was
my day to drive to Laurel to pick up food from the
Amish market. My devotion and dedication to The
Table drives me to follow through on my
commitment. Regardless of bad weather, I will get
the food so people can eat.” Mark not only drove to
Laurel and back in the midst of the heaviest
snowfall of the year, but he stayed to helped serve
dinner as well! Mark, we thank you for your
dedication!
Other volunteers had similar comments: “We
love Shepherd’s Table. It is a wonderful
environment and a wonderful cause. I really enjoy
doing it.” Another volunteer said, “We love
Shepherd’s Table. We never want to miss it.”
For 33 years, Shepherd’s Table has stayed true
to its mission. We provide basic human services to
folks who are living without homes. We do this in a
compassionate, respectful manner, and a weekend
of snow and ice is certainly no exception. It may not

be written in our mission statement, but we will
always be here for them no matter what. Together,
WE keep people alive every day!
I talked with our dinner guests on the night of
the snow storm, and asked them what it meant to
them that we were here serving a hot, nutritious
and delicious meal. These folks, living without a
home and struggling every day with issues far
bigger than a snow storm, are truly grateful and
appreciative for the services and kindnesses that
they receive. Many stay in the building all day and
night, sleeping in the overflow shelter staffed by
Interfaith Works. Here are some of the comments
from the cold, snowy Saturday:
Michael said, “Thanks for the warm food. I am
really thankful.” Roger added, “I am so glad that
you are open. We need you!”

Mark said, “Thanks a lot for being here.
It is so important. You guys are just like the
mail. You are always going to be here.”
Finally, David summed it up with a smile and the
words, “This evening is Holy Bliss.” I know that he
meant it. I could feel the warmth and gratitude in his
smile and in his words.
Whenever you are home on a snow day,
consider coming to Shepherd’s Table and lending
your hearts and hands in service. Or even if it isn’t
snowing, consider volunteering with us. You will
warm people’s hearts, find joy, and save lives.
Maybe you will even find “Holy Bliss!”
To volunteer, contact Haile at
haileg@shepherdstable.org or 301-585-6463, ext. 1
or go online and complete the volunteer
application!

