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information, contact Jilna Kothary, Development & Communications 
Associate, at jilnakothary@shepherdstable.org or call her at 301-585-6463 x6
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Shepherd’s Table greatly values the 
support we have among the businesses 
and organizations in our community. 

Ranging from event sponsors, in-kind donors, 
and monthly employee volunteer groups, 
we are fortunate to have so many companies 
interested in supporting our mission and 
improving  the lives  of  our  clients.

Sponsoring and serving a Bright Meal is one 
way that many businesses choose to engage 
their employees and plan something special 
for our dinner guests. We thank all of our 
community partners for their amazing sup-
port and dedication with our Bright Meals. 
Our community partners such as Washington 
Gas, DelCor Techology, Chazin & Company, 
Eagle Bank, Discovery Communications Inc, 
OCA-Greater Washington, DC Chapter, and 
Anointed 2 Serve Him Ministries have all par-
ticipated in providing an evening service meal 
or weekend brunch for our meal guests. 

A typical Bright Meal day will include food 
preparation with our experienced chefs, orga-
nizing/cleaning the dining hall, and serving 
our guests in need. The chance to help prepare 
a meal and then serve it to our guests is an 
amazing feeling. 

Our community partnerships are an essen-
tial part of our success and a key reason we 
are able to keep our doors open to people who 
need it most. For more information on becom-
ing a Bright Meal sponsor, please contact Scott 
Davison at sdavison@shepherdstable.org.

DelCor employees serving dessert during a Bright Meal at 
Shepherd’s Table

Bright Smiles 
Bright Meals,

“When we work together, 
our community is stronger”

-Bill Walker, DelCor Technology Solutions

A Bright Meal is a unique and fun opportunity for a 
business or group to give back with a deeper level 
of engagement in the preparation and serving of 

the meal to our guests.

A pre-Table of Friends dinner selfie at Marilyn’s Dodd’s house on June 23rd 2015
 (l to r): Scott Davison, Allison Shapira, Jilna Kothary, Jacki Coyle, Jeanette Motsch, and Marilyn Dodd
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 Want to donate? Here’s what 
we need! 

Summer is a busy 
time at Shepherd’s 
Table, as every new 
season brings a new 
need to the forefront. 

As you plan your 
summer getaways, host 
parties, or clean out 
your closet, do consid-
er keeping aside any of 
these items for in-kind 
donations: 

Kitchen
-Salad dressing
-Hot sauce
-Margarine or butter
- Size 10 canned vegetables
-Coffee, Coffee creamer (powder) and sugar

Resource Center
-White t-shirts (3XL-6XL)
-Travel size deodorant, toothpaste, sunblock and razors
-Adult diapers and feminine hygeine products (pads)
-Backpacks

“I wanted to tell you how pleased and 
happy I am with the Eye Clinic. I was 
treated with warmth and compassion. 

Everyone made me feel so good!” 
- Connie, client

“When you remember a client’s 
name, the smile on their face is 
priceless.” - Jessica

Walk in on a Tuesday 
evening and you’ll likely 
find Jessica volunteering at 
the front desk, distributing 
mail, toiletries, and provid-
ing resource information 
to people walking up to the 
Resource Center. Jessica has 
been a regular volunteer 
for 3.5 years, after she came 
across a flyer posted in an 
elevator for a collection 
being held for Shepherd’s 
Table.

Originally from Brook-
lyn, NY, Jessica studied at 
University of Maryland 
and NYU for graduate school. She returned to Washing-
ton DC, and currently works for the Montgomery County 
Department of Environmental Protection. Her volunteer 
experience at Shepherd’s Table is unlike any others, as it has 
opened her eyes to the reality of some of the issues faced 
by people in our community. She said, “I enjoy interacting 
with people—the staff, clients, everyone is exceptionally 
nice, and when you remember a client’s name, the smile on 
their face is priceless.”

 Jessica volunteers simply because she has the ability to 
do it. “You never know if you’ll be the one needing help 
at some point, so it’s nice to be able to give help while you 
can.” She has also developed relationships with many peo-
ple, and that is a valuable part of the experience. A while 
ago, Jessica had offered to help in the kitchen, and a client 
recognized her and joked that she was betraying her role at 
the front desk. To this day, he reminds her of it every time 
he sees her! 

Another time, Jessica was taking the bus, and recognized 
the bus driver, who used to be a client at Shepherd’s Table. 
It was so nice to talk to him in a different setting, and hear 
him say that things were going well for him.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, visit our web-
site, http://shepherdstable.org/volunteer.

Our fourth Table of Friends dinner was held on Tuesday, 
June 23rd at the home of Marilyn Dodd, one of our former 
board members. It was a marvelous evening with great food, 
company, and the music of Allison Shapira. The Table of 
Friends is our group of major donors who have made a con-
tribution of at least $500 during the past calendar year. One 
of our most dedicated supporters, Patrick Martin, recently 
spoke with us about his passion for Shepherd’s Table and why 
he gives back. 

Originally from Georgia, Patrick and his family have 
always believed in giving back to the community and helping 
those in need. He highlights the impactful and comprehen-
sive services which ST provides for our clients every day. 
“Anyone can come in and utilize the services which Shep-
herd’s Table offers.” he says. “No matter what, if someone is in 
need of guidance or sustenance, we are here for them.” 

Patrick also mentions the importance of listening to the 
clients and understanding their backgrounds and stories. He 
continues to provide both financial and volunteer support in 
our Resource Center and Clothes Closet every week. 

Since the beginning of this year, our Resource Center has 
had 7,509 individual contacts by 1,086 unduplicated clients, 
while the clothes closet has seen 2,872 instances of shopping. 

 We thank Patrick and all of the devoted supporters who 
help make Shepherd’s Table a beacon of hope and encourage-
ment to the community’s most vulnerable. For more infor-
mation regarding our Table of Friends, please contact Scott 
Davison, Senior Development Associate at 301-585-6463, ext 
7, or email sdavison@shepherdstable.org.

Volunteering is Fun...
Ask Jessica!

Jessica Jones, volunteering in 
the Resource Center

Patrick Martin, a member of the Table of Friends  
and weekly volunteer

Never Forget the Power of Your Gift to Change Lives!
Join our Table of Friends

Great music, delicious food, a lively auction...
one successful event!

Spring Into The Color of Hope!

Shepherd’s Table held its annual event, Spring Into The 
Color of Hope at The Fillmore Silver Spring on April 12, 
2015. Through the generosity of so many of you, we netted 
just over $110,000, which is our largest event total to date! 
Everyone who attended had a great time, and together, we 
raised money for our vital mission. Guests heard wonderful 
live music from The Oxymorons and Still Surfin’, enjoyed 
delicious food from so many local restaurants, took pictures 
in a photo booth, participated in the auction, and mingled 
with other supporters. Thank YOU for your contribution to a 
great event, and if you missed it, we hope to see you there in 
2016!

John Eckenrode, Scott Davison, Charles Crumb, Jacki 
Coyle and Jilna Kothary with the community art piece 

generated at the event   

“It is a very humbling experience to 
speak with the clients. They are helping 
you as much as you are helping them. 

You need to be able to see the dream in 
each person.”  - Patrick

ST At A Glance: Jan-May 2015 
Dinner Meals: 19,855
Brunch Meals: 15,816

Resource Center Contacts: 7,509
Unduplicated Clients: 1,086

New Clients: 300
Eye Clinic exams: 93
Eye Clinic glasses: 88

Prescription clients: 104
Prescriptions filled: 236

Clothes Closet: 2,827

Our friends at Bell Flowers donated 
beautiful flowers for our front garden


