
The last few months have been busy, 
exciting, challenging, and rewarding 

at Shepherd’s Table. Our highly antici-
pated move occured in mid-December, 
and we have now been serving in the 
new facility for almost 2 months. With 
the support of volunteers, donors, staff, 
and friends in the community like you, 
we have successfully expanded our meal 
program, and are currently serving an 
average of 81 meals for breakfast, 77 
meals for lunch, and 134 meals for din-
ner. We achieved our goal of not missing 
a day of service throughout the tran-
sition. Many of our folks have shared 
their appreciation for the new facility, 
expanded and continued programs, and 
we have invited many new volunteers to 
join us, especially in serving breakfast 
and lunch.
The ribbon-cutting, hosted by Mont-
gomery County, DHHS and Washington 
Property Company, on December 10th, 
was a well-attended and heartwarming 
affair, and we were happy to see the 
community join us in large numbers. 
If you have not had a chance to volun-
teer or visit us in the new facility, we 
highly encourage you to come by and 
spend some time with us!
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Follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter or sign up for our 

e-newsletter on the return 

envelope. Questions? Contact 

Jilna Kothary, jilnakothary@

shepherdstable.org or 

301-585-6463 x6.
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Our first fundraiser of the year on January 31st was a great suc-
cess! As always, it’s nice to see old friends, and make new ones! 
Thanks to everyone that attended, our Board member Adele 
Chazin for organizing the event, and for The Urban Winery of 
Silver Spring for hosting the event!

We’re Home!
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Top (1-r): Guests at the ribbon cutting; County Executive Isaiah Leggett addressing the 
crowd; Thank you dinner at Shepherd’s Table
Middle (i-r): Meal guest at our Anniversary dinner on Dec. 16th; Dr. Davis giving an eye 
exam; volunteer from IMAAM group
Bottom (l-r): Volunteers making biscuits for lunch; volunteers at a Bright Meal from Cook 
Ross; volunteer group from M&T Bank

Matching Grant Opportunity
This month, you can double the 

impact of your gift, as The Morris 
& Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation 
has awarded us with a matching 

grant of $10,000! 

Thanks in advance for helping us meet 
the match in February!
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It’s A New Day: A Look Back to Move Forward

John started his journey as a Shepherd’s Table 
volunteer in 2007, when he served dinner with 

the volunteer group from the Church of the Resurrec-
tion. Over the years, he has also helped with donation 
pickup from Whole Foods. 

When Shepherd’s Table expanded its food program 
to include breakfast and lunch, John was one of our 
first volunteers to sign up for a weekly slot, and he is 
now a familiar face every Tuesday during lunchtime. 
John has some flexibility in his work schedule, and 
his employer, The Meltzer Group, is a philanthropic 
company that highly encourages volunteer service 
and supporting local nonprofits. 

Over the last two months, John has really enjoyed 
volunteering for lunch, and he shared, “The food is 

Welcome to the Team!
Weekly Lunch Volunteer, Donor, and Friend 

      Meet John Depenbrock It’s A New Day 
Campaign Updates

Shepherd’s Table announced a 3-year, $5 million 
campaign at its annual event in April 2016. 

The campaign was officially launched on June 20th, 
and many supporters like you have made pledges 
for the campaign. As of December 2016, we have 
received pledges from 124 individuals/families and 
13 businesses, totaling $570,387. We are incredibly 
thankful for the support and enthusiasm shown 
by the community already, and we welcome new 
supporters, as we continue to grow our impact. 

The following community partners have made 
multi-year pledges for the campaign, and we look 
forward to growing this list of local businesses 
dedicated to doing their part to save lives every day. 

great, the dining room is clean, and the clients seem 
to love it and really appreciate it!” Also, he has ap-
preciated being able to serve every week, as it allows 
for more human connections to form, as clients see 
him regularly. He has found that sometimes, people 
need that human connection even more than the 
food. 

Having served in the old building, John thinks the 
new building is long overdue, and it really meets the 
needs of our clients. The housing on the top floor is a 
great addition, as are the 3 meals a day for the clients 
that come here. 

He has also had the chance to get to know the staff, 
and everyone that he has met at Shepherd’s Table is 
dedicated, passionate, selfless, and “clearly in this 
to serve other people.” His volunteer experience at 
Shepherd’s Table has been gratifying, and he encour-
ages anyone that is considering becoming a regular 
volunteer to just do it!

We currently need volunteers like you to help serve 
breakfast and lunch. Sign up individually, or bring 
your group to serve! For more information, contact 
Ashley Wagstaff at awagstaff@shepherdstable.org.

ST At A Glance: January 2017 
Dinner Meals: 4,144
Brunch Meals: 982

Breakfast Meals: 1,695
Lunch Meals: 1,613

Resource Center Contacts: 1,359
Unduplicated Clients: 395

New Clients: 63
Eye Clinic exams/glasses: 22/21

Prescription filled/# of clients: 46/17
Clothes Closet: 148

Mail logged in: 2,294

John Depenbrock and Henrietta Jenkins volunteering 
during lunch service 

Interested in learning how you can make a 
pledge to support Shepherd’s Table’s mission 
and strengthen the organization’s long term 
financial health? Contact Scott Davison, sdavison@
shepherdstable.org or 301-585-6463 x7.

Campaign Sponsors

“Thank God we are able to provide for the 
homeless in Silver Spring. In other places, 

there is nothing like this!”

As part of our move, Shepherd’s Table has added new 
members to its team, to facilitate the program expan-
sion, building maintenance and more. Please wel-
come our newest mission-driven staff members: 

Ashley Wagstaff
Volunteer & Development Associate
Ashley manages all volunteer outreach, 
coordination, and recruitment.

Keith White
Chef
We are thrilled to have Keith cooking in 
our kitchen again!

Mohamed Banya
Senior Program Assistant
Mohamed handled PT security in our old 
home, and now manages security needs 
and assists with facilities and mainte-
nance.

Ulric Boyle
Program Assistant
Ulric assists in the kitchen, accepts 
donations, and assists the Chefs during 
breakfast and lunch services.

Sonji Owens
Receptionist
Sonji manages the front desk and directs 
clients to the appropriate programs.

Sam Bolgiano
Receptionist
Sam manages the front desk and assists 
with program implementation.

It’s that time of year again--our annual event is coming 
up, so please save the date: Saturday, April 22nd, from 

10:00am-1:00pm at AFI Silver Theatre!

This year, we will have live music, great food, silent 
and live auctions, fun activities, and much more for our 
guests! 

If you are interested in participating as a Business or 
Individual/Family sponsor, please contact Scott Davison, 
sdavison@shepherdstable.org.

We are collecting in-kind items for our silent and live 
auction, and would welcome your in-kind contributions. 
To make a donation, contact Jilna Kothary, jilnakothary@
shepherdstable.org. 

Some suggestions:  

• Movie, sports, travel or food-themed basket items
• Wine baskets (wine, glasses, cheese and crackers)
• Handmade jewelry, artwork, or other items
• Tea/coffee/chocolate-themed basket items
• Vacation home or hotel stays 
• Yoga or other wellness gift certificates
• Individual wine or champagne bottles 
• Lunch or dinner with celebrity and/or expert
• Gift cards or gift certificates for goods/services

A formal invitation will follow shortly, and we are look-
ing forward to seeing you there to join us in celebrating 
the continued mission of Shepherd’s Table!  


