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“My hope is that not only does Shepherds Table receive
delicious, locally grown produce, but that it will bring
our community closer together and teach our children
the importance of giving back.”
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We had a great time at Spring Fling at The Room at McGinty’s on Wednesday, May 4th,
meeting old friends and new, giving out an exciting number of raffle prizes, and sharing
the latest news from The Table! Thanks to our wonderful hosts, and everyone’s generosity, the attendees raised $1,000 for Shepherd’s Table!
Save The Date: Our major donor event, for Table of Friends members, will take place in the
evening of Tuesday, September 20th 2016 at Bank of America in Washington, DC.
@ShepherdsTable2

facebook.com/Shepherds-Table

Stay up to date on the latest happenings at Shepherd’s Table. Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter or sign up for our e-newsletter on the return envelope. For more information,
contact Jilna Kothary, Development & Communications Associate, at jilnakothary@
shepherdstable.org or call her at 301-585-6463 x6.
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A

t Shepherd’s Table, we witness the generosity of our community in so many ways. This
Spring, we have the support of a heartwarming
group of families that are planting and donating
their garden bounties to Shepherd’s Table. Their
initiative is called Gardens for Good and participating families live in Silver Spring, Kensington
and DC!
Heather Foley, a Shepherd’s Table Board
member and avid gardner was looking for a way
to get her kids engaged with giving back. Bringing her interests together, she thought, “What if
we donated a portion of our vegetable garden to
Shepherd’s Table? It would eliminate waste and
help feed others who really need it.” She shared
this idea with a few friends who said they’d be
interested in doing the same. Very soon, she had
over 30 families signed up and ready to grow
varieties of vegetables, fruits, greens, and herbs!
Her favorite outcome from this initiative is
that 10 families on the same street are working
together on two gardens, which is also building a sense of community on their street. The
families are also hoping to have a little Farmers
Market to raise funds for Shepherds Table in
the summer. The kids participating range from
1 to 14, and Amy Greene’s family decided to get
involved as “the project was a perfect match for
my son Asher, who is doing this for part of his
bar mitzvah project.” Amy loves that “we are out
there together as a family with Asher in the lead”
and shared that “it’s wonderful as a parent to
see your child take something seriously and with
care.”

Shepherd’s Table receives fresh produce from many sources—several local
farms and farmer’s markets, as well as individual gardens. Our goal is to
serve fresh fruits and vegetables at every meal throughout the year,
for the health and wellbeing of our meal guests.

Together, Meeting Needs

O

ften, we are reminded
of the role we play in an
individual’s life, helping sustain
them for a couple weeks, months
or years. We see individuals
make progress in their lives-obtaining housing, accessing
John Eckenrode in the
Resource Center
benefits, maintaining sobriety,
getting medical assistance, and
gaining employment. There are others who are less
receptive to utilizing the services available to them.
In these instances, we make an effort to be patient
and encourage them to accept help in the way of
case management and health services from partner
organizations. Meanwhile, we continue to provide
them with the basics for survival--whether they need
food, clothing, a shower, blankets or a place to receive
mail.
On any given day, waiting in line for dinner, are
faces we recognize: one may be staying in a shelter,
another may have his/her own home, another may
sleep on the street, and every day, there are some
new faces. There are many regulars- people that
have been accessing services for several years. Our
staff and volunteers always steer our clients towards
utilizing the services available to them, and help and
encouragement are always present at The Table.
A volunteer recently reminded us of the role we play
in the lives of people that have been with us for many
years. This reminder is for everyone connected to our
mission, whether you are a volunteer, donor, or well
wisher. We couldn’t do it without you, and are grateful
for your partnership!

ST At A Glance: Jan-April 2016
Dinner Meals: 15,287
Brunch Meals: 3,117
Resource Center Contacts: 6,418
Unduplicated Clients: 915
New Clients: 259
Eye Clinic exams: 64
Eye Clinic glasses: 62
Prescription clients: 61
Prescriptions filled: 129
Clothes Closet: 2,109
Mail logged in: 10,002

				Meet Seth Grimes

Board Member, Volunteer & Friend of The Table

2016 Annual Event:
A Grand Success!

Seth joined our Board of Directors in 2013, after
seeing a posting on his community’s listserve, and
has played an integral role in strengthening the
organization, and building a strategic vision for the
future. He is also part of a committee that has recently launched a Campaign, It’s A New Day, to raise $5
million for Shepherd’s Table over a 3-year period.

Seth Grimes (l) with Councilmember
Roger Berliner at Shepherd’s Table

T

hrough his volunteering, board member responsibilities, and generosity as a donor, Seth Grimes
has become an incredibly dedicated and committed
supporter of Shepherd’s Table.
Seth grew up near Philadelphia and moved to the
Washington DC area in 1983 (the same year Shepherd’s Table was founded). He first became involved
with Shepherd’s Table when his family dropped off
leftover food from dinner and fundraising events. His
commitment to give back in the community simply
grew from there.
He shared, “I wanted to do more for our neighbors
in need, and there is a solid framework for becoming
a volunteer at Shepherd’s Table, or donating in any
number of different ways.”

C

“Strategy is something I can contribute to, and
providing connections to get more people involved
with The Table.”
Seth is a jack of all trades, and supports the organization financially, as a volunteer, through his outreach
on social media, and also helps us build new relationships in the community. As the founding owner and
president of Alta Plana Corporation, an information
technology and services company, he is an active
member in his local community as well, and has
served 2 terms as a Councilmember in Takoma Park.
We are so grateful for Seth, and so many of our
committed partners and supporters who continue
to volunteer, donate, and spread the word about our
mission. Seth is always open to talking about his experiences with Shepherd’s Table, and can be reached
via Twitter @TakomaSeth.
If you’re interested in learning more about ways to
get engaged, please contact Scott Davison,
sdavison@shepherdstable.org.

It’s A New Day Campaign Launch: June 20th

ome join us on Monday, June 20th from 3:004:30pm for a public launch of our It’s A New Day
Campaign. It will take place near the new Progress
Place at Silver Spring B&O Railroad Station at 8100
Georgia Avenue.
There will be a short presentation with the latest
updates about the new building, our anticipated impact, and details about the fundraising Campaign we
are launching. Light refreshments will be provided,
and guests will be able to mingle with the Campaign
committee members, community repesentatives, volunteers, donors, and more. Hope to see you on June
20th!
If you have any questions, please contact Scott Davison, sdavison@shepherdstable.org.

Downwire played jazz music during the silent auction

O

ur annual event at the American Film Institute
Silver Theatre (AFI) on April 9th was a
resounding success, as we shattered our previous
year’s fundraising totals, raising $165,000 after
expenses! The event brought together donors,
volunteers, and supporters from across the
community to celebrate Shepherd’s Table mission,
our move, and program expansion later this year.
In spite of the inclement weather, we had a great
turnout and our guests mingled while enjoying
terrific brunch food, bid on silent auction items, and
even decorated tiles for our new building. The music
of Downwire was a major hit as they performed both
during our silent auction and after our program and
awards presentation. Our silent and live auctions
were great successes, led by our auctioneer Lia
Kvatum along with the event’s emcee, WJLA’s
Jonathan Elias. They provided passion, energy, and
humor to get our bidders even more engaged.
Just imagine all the meals and services we will
provide with this amazing financial resource. Thank
you so much to our Presenting Sponsor, GEICO, and
everyone who attended, volunteered, donated, and
sponsored our annual event this year.
Looking forward to an even better event in 2017!

The new Progress Place, as seen from our current location

l: Ernest and Julie Bland enjoying the event
r: Tiles decorated by attendees for the new dining room

