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Shepherd’s Table, Montgomery’s County’s Leading Provider of Meals and Social 

Services, Appoints Manuel Hidalgo as New Executive Director  

 

Silver Spring, Maryland—Shepherd’s Table is excited to announce the appointment of 

Manuel “Manny” Hidalgo as its new Executive Director, effective July 8. Hidalgo, 49, 

was born in Virginia to Cuban refugee parents, and is a long-time Silver Spring resident. 

He has been a leader and senior executive in national and Washington-area programs to 

support socially and economically disadvantaged communities. 

 

Hidalgo was appointed following a five-month, nationwide search process led by the 

Shepherd’s Table Board. “We are thrilled to welcome Manny to Shepherd’s Table’s as its 

new Executive Director.  Since 1983, Shepherd’s Table has never missed a meal service 

because of its dedicated staff, the unwavering generosity of Silver Spring’s residents, 

churches, service organizations, and businesses, and the County’s commitment to 

supporting vital services for each and every person,” said Board Chair Susan Collet. “The 

Board and the entire community look forward to working with Manny to keep 

strengthening our service to people experiencing homelessness and hunger in Silver 

Spring and surrounding communities.” 

 

Hidalgo brings more than 20 years of senior management experience in the public and 

non-profit sectors, with a focus on the Latino community and issues of economic 

empowerment. His experience includes eight years as Executive Director of the Latino 

Economic Development Center in Washington, DC, where he established a reputation for 

being a strong advocate for focusing the organization’s efforts on the region’s neediest 

potential clients. Hidalgo also served as Development Director at CASA of Maryland, 

and service as Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity of the US Small Business 

Administration.  

 

Hidalgo’s appointment follows the successful 15-year tenure of Jacki Coyle, who 

announced earlier this year that she would be stepping down. Under Coyle, the budget 

and food service program of Shepherd’s Table roughly tripled, and grew into a 

financially healthy organization with extensive community support. In late 2016, the 

organization moved to a new, larger, County-owned facility at Progress Place in 

downtown Silver Spring. Coyle has agreed to serve as Interim Executive Director until 

Hidalgo assumes his post. 

 

During the first month of his tenure as the new Executive Director, Hidalgo will host an 

open discussion with interested members of the community – “Coffee at the Table with 

Manny” – to introduce himself, acquaint community members about Shepherd’s Table 

and its services, and welcome input and ideas from participants.  
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Shepherd’s Table is Montgomery County’s only daily provider of meals for people 

experiencing homelessness, hunger, and food insecurity. The organization, founded in 

1983, serves three meals each weekday and two meals daily on the weekends; it served 

over 117,000 meals last year. Since its founding, it has provided over 1.5 million meals to 

community residents and has not missed a single day of food service since it opened. The 

organization also has a Resource Center that provides a mailing address, prescription 

assistance, information and referrals, telephone use, bus tokens, toiletries, and other vital 

services; a Clothes Closet; and a free Eye Clinic for County residents without insurance. 

For more information, visit www.shepherdstable.org. 
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